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CHAPTER XVIT.

THE ADDLED  PARLIAMENT.

IN the very midst of the festivities which accompanied the
marriage of the favourite, and which notified to the world the
establishment of the Howards in power, James received a warn-
fng from which he ought to have learned something of the true
character of the men whom he delighted to honour. Digby
a6i^ had not been long at Madrid before he discovered
Digby dis- that, with a very little money, it was possible to
Spa1Ssiihe obtain access to the most cherished secrets of the
pensions. Spanish Government In May, 1613, he got into his
possession the instructions which the new ambassador, Sar-
miento, was to take with him. From these he discovered that
the Spanish ambassadors in London had long been in the habit
of obtaining intelligence by the same means as those which he
was employing in Spain. He gave himself no rest till he had
tracked out the whole of the secret. In August, he informed
James that a paper was in existence containing the names of
all the English pensioners of Spain.1 For the present, however,
he was unable to procure a copy of it. In the beginning of
September, he obtained some documents in which the pensioners
were referred to, but their names were disguised under fictitious
appellations. He thought that he could make out that a
pension had been given to Sir William Monson, the admiral in
command of the Narrow Seas. There was one name about
which there could be no mistake. To his astonishment and
horror, that one name was that of the late Lord Treasurer, the
1 D;gby to the King, Aug. 8, S. P. Spain.